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Anthony M. Boccanfuso UIDP President

Anthony M. (Tony) Boccanfuso, Ph.D. is President of the University-Industry Demonstration Partnership
(UIDP — uidp.org), a US-based membership organization comprised of leading innovation companies and

research universities.

Tony champions the UIDP’s singular focus on improving collaborations between the academic and corporate
sectors. Tony’s career includes time in government at both the National Science Foundation (NSF) and
National Institutes of Health. He has also worked as a senior research administrator at several
universities where he had direct responsibility for compliance, grants administration, incubators, industry
engagement, intellectual property, and research strategy. Currently, he holds an appointment in the
Provost’s Office at the University of South Carolina and regularly consults for government agencies,
non-profit organizations and private firms and is Chair of the MedStar Health Research Institute. In
recognition of his experience and insights in this arena, Tony is regularly sought after as a speaker (both
domestically and internationally) and has published several reference sources on industry-academic
engagement. Tony holds a Ph.D. in Inorganic Chemistry from the University of South Carolina and earned

his B.S. in Chemistry and Political Science from Furman University.
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Ara Tahmassian, Ph.D. Chief Research Compliance Officer Harvard Univ.

Ara Tahmassian, Ph.D., is the University Chief Research Compliance Officer. In this role, Dr. Tahmassian

is broadly responsible for the oversight of the review, development, and implementation of policies related to
research compliance activities across the University. Additionally, Dr. Tahmassian works toward the overall
effort to manage potential risks at the University by integrating and coordinating the significant compliance

requirements across the University.

Prior to being named University Chief Research Compliance Officer at Harvard, Dr. Tahmassian was the
Associate Vice President for Research Compliance at Boston University and Boston Medical Center,
responsible for maintaining a research environment that promoted integrity and ethical behavior and that
abided by the regulations and requirements established by the federal, state, and local funding agencies. Dr.
Tahmassian also served as the Principal Investigator for the core BSL-3 select agent laboratory and as one
of the Associate Directors of the National Emerging Infectious Diseases Laboratories (NEIDL) at the BU
Medical Campus.

Dr. Tahmassian holds a B.Sc. in nuclear engineering and a Ph.D. in radiobiology from Queen Mary College,

London University, and is a Diplomat of the American Board of Sciences in Nuclear Medicine.



